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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 



1 . Applicant's Request for Continued Examination and Amendment filed October 
24, 2005 in which Claims 1 , 1 1 and 1 7 have been amended, have been placed of 
record in the file. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 -20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ming- 
Hwa (U.S. Patent No. 5,024,606). With regard to Claim 1, Ming-Hwa discloses a 
connector for terminating a coaxial cable (40) comprising: a generally cylindrical 
connector body (20) having a detent (22) disposed therein; and a generally cylindrical 
locking sleeve (13) coupled to the connector body (20) and having at least one 
protrusion (16) formed thereon partially encircling less than the full circumference of the 
locking sleeve (13) and for being received in the detent (22) when the coaxial cable (40) 
is terminated in the connector . See Figs. 1 -6. 
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With regard to Claim 2, Ming-Hwa discloses the locking sleeve (13) being 
detachably coupled to the connector body (20). See Figs. 1 -6. 

With regard to Claim 3, Ming-Hwa discloses the locking sleeve (13) being 
movable from a first position loosely retaining the cable (40) in the connector body (20) 
to a second position (Fig. 6) locking the cable (40) to the connector body (20). See Figs. 
1-6. 

With regard to Claim 4, Ming-Hwa discloses the detent (22) being annular. See 
Figs. 1-6. 

With regard to Claim 5, Ming-Hwa discloses the locking sleeve (13) including a 
plurality of protrusions (16) formed thereon and being evenly spaced about the locking 
sleeve (1 3). See Figs. 1 -6. 

With regard to Claim 6, Ming-Hwa discloses the at least one protrusion (16) 
including a chamfered front wall (shown in Fig. 2) for easing insertion into the detent 
(22). See Figs. 1-6. 

With regard to Claim 7, Ming-Hwa discloses the detent (22) including a 
rearwardly facing chamfered wall (shown in Fig. 2) that is complementary to the 
chamfered front wall (shown in Fig. 2) of the at least one protrusion (16). See Figs. 1-6. 

With regard to Claim 8, Ming-Hwa discloses the at least one protrusion (16) is of 
greater malleable composition than the connector body (20). See Figs. 1-6. 

With regard to Claim 9, Ming-Hwa discloses the at least one protrusion (16) 
including a perpendicular rear wall (shown in Fig. 2). See Figs. 1-6. 
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With regard to Claim 10, Ming-Hwa discloses the detent (22) including a 
forwardly facing perpendicular wall (shown in Fig. 2) for abutting the perpendicular rear 
wall (shown in Fig. 2) of the at least one protrusion (16) and preventing extraction of the 
at least one protrusion (16) from the detent (22). See Figs. 1-6. 

With regard to Claim 1 1 , Ming-Hwa discloses a connector for terminating a 
coaxial cable (40) comprising: a connector body (20) having an annular detent (22) 
disposed therein; and a locking sleeve (13) detachably coupled to the connector body 
(20) having a plurality of protrusions (16), spaced circumferentially and evenly formed 
thereon and for being received in the detent (22) when the coaxial cable (40) is 
terminated in the connector. See Figs. 1-6. 

* 

With regard to Claim 12, Ming-Hwa discloses the at least one protrusion (16) 
including a chamfered front wall (shown in Fig. 2) for easing insertion into the detent 
(22). See Figs. 1-6. 

With regard to Claim 1 3, Ming-Hwa discloses the detent (22) including a 
rearwardly facing chamfered wall (shown in Fig. 2) that is complementary to the 
chamfered front wall (shown in Fig. 2) of the at least one protrusion (16). See Figs. 1-6. 

With regard to Claim 14, Ming-Hwa discloses the at least one protrusion (16) 
including a perpendicular rear wall (shown in Fig. 2). See Figs. 1-6. 

With regard to Claim 1 5, Ming-Hwa discloses the detent (22) including a 
forwardly facing perpendicular wall (shown in Fig. 2) for abutting the perpendicular rear 
wall (shown in Fig. 2) of the at least one protrusion (16) and preventing extraction of the 
at least one protrusion (16) from the detent (22). See Figs. 1-6. 
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With regard to Claim 16, Ming-Hwa discloses the at least one protrusion (16) 
being of greater malleable composition than the connector body (20). See Figs. 1-6. 

With regard to Claim 17, Ming-Hwa discloses a connector for terminating a 
coaxial cable (40) comprising: a connector body (1 3) having a cable receiving end 
(shown in Fig. 2) and a projection (16) disposed therein, a locking sleeve (20) insertably 
received in the cable receiving end (shown in Fig. 2) of the connector body (13) and 
having a rearward end (shown in Fig. 2), a smooth annular portion (24) and at least one 
groove (22) formed between the rearward end (shown in Fig. 2) and the smooth annular 
portion (24); and wherein the projection (16) slides along the smooth annular portion 
(24) and is subsequently received in the groove (22) when the coaxial cable (40) is 
terminated in the connector body (13). See Figs. 1-6. 

With regard to Claim 18, Ming-Hwa discloses the locking sleeve (20) having a 
first position and a second position (Fig. 6). See Figs. 1-6. 

With regard to Claim 19, Ming-Hwa discloses the projection (16) sliding along the 
smooth annular portion (24) and is subsequently received in the groove (22) when the 
locking sleeve (13) is moved to the second position (Fig. 6) for securing the locking 
sleeve (20) to the connector body (13). See Figs. 1-6. 

With regard to Claim 20, Ming-Hwa discloses the projection (16) being an O-ring. 
See Figs. 1-6. 
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Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edwin A. Leon whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2008. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 1 0:00-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley can be reached on 571-272-2800, extension 33. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

^ t\.T< 
Edwin A. Leon 

AU 2833 
EAL 

October 27, 2005 




